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Some ideas to help prepare and 

engage your child at home for our 

learning this half term 

Topic - Toys 

I am excited about the huge learning potential of our topic this half term – Toys. We will 

be looking at toys from a historical perspective as artefacts, and I hope parents and 

grandparents will be able to share about some of their favourite toys.  

We are also going to become toy designers, working out how we can use sliders and levers 

to make toys with moving parts. The more practice your children can get with scissors and 

glue the better!  

Finally we will use toys to think about materials – the stuff the toys are made out of – 

identifying the materials and working out why specific materials are used for different 

kinds of toy. Have fun spotting different materials around the house, and thinking of good 

words to describe what each material looks and feels like. 

BBC Bitesize has a quick clip on why we use different materials for different purposes: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zrssgk7/articles/z9pgcdm 

 

 

 

 

English 

We will start to develop our story writing skills 

this half term, making more use of “when” and 

“where” words to help link our stories together, 

and choosing interesting describing words to add 

detail to the settings and characters in our 

stories. You can help your children to spot when 

these kinds of words are used in stories you read 

with them. 

As we near Christmas we will also have a chance to 

write some poetry, finding words and phrases 

which will really “paint a picture” in our 

imaginations. 

Maths 

We have concentrated on number knowledge, and addition and subtraction skills within 10 so far, but 

will be expanding our number handling skills up to 20 this half term, as well as learning to recognise 

and name a range of 2D and 3D shapes. Mental and oral practice continues to be vitally important, so 

we are confident counting backwards and forwards, manipulating numbers mentally and in particular 

building rapid recall of number facts, especially number bonds up to and beyond 10.  Hit the Button 

on the Top Marks website is our friend! 

Autumn 2 

Willow Class 

Useful vocabulary to understand 

and use:  

First, next, then, after that, finally. Above, 

below, behind, in front of, next to, close to, 

far away. 

Plastic, metal, wood, glass, paper, materials, 

texture, strength, flexibility. 

Slider, lever, investigate, design, construct, 

evaluate. 

 

Please remember: 

Children should wear 

their PE kit to school 

on PE days, which 

continue to be 

Monday and Thursday. 
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