
 

English focus: Journey Stories 

Text: Journey by Aaron Becker 

Suggested reading:  

• The Firework Maker’s Daughter—Phillip Pullman 

• The Vanishing Island—Barry Wolverton 

Second Focus: Instructional Writing 

Text: craft books and recipe books. 

Suggested reading: 

• Instructions—Neil Gaiman 

• Recipe books and craft books you have around the 
home or from a library. 

Maths focus: Place value and Addition 
and subtraction. 

• In year four we work with four-digit 
numbers, so they need  to have an 
appreciation of the value of 1000 and how 
large it is. 

• We will be estimating numbers by rounding 
them to the nearest 10, 100 and 1000. You 
could ask children to help you estimate 
how much the shopping will cost. 

• Revise number bonds to 10 and 100. For 
example, if I’m 73, how many more years 
until I’m 100. If there are 376 cars in the 
car park, how many more until there are 
400.   

French: In this unit children will learn to talk about 
countries, nationalities, modes of transport and simple 
weather phrases. They will explore parts of the verb to 
be (être) and learn the verb to go (aller). 
RE: What kind of World did Jesus want?  
Art: We will design and make group mosaic murals 
based on a theme. 
Computing: Using data loggers to gather scientific 
data  

Useful vocabulary: 

Science: pitch, volume, vibration, distance  

Maths: thousands, hundreds, tens, ones, round, 
greatest, smallest, ascending, descending, column. 

English: haggle, Vesuvius, Naples, Pompeii, eruption, 
tremor,  

History: villa, Roman, Celtic, temple, aqueduct, 
amphitheatre, Basilica, forum, roundhouse, mosaic, 

Topic: The Empire Strikes 
Back 

Rowan Class 

Autumn 1– ideas to support at home 

Spelling rules: 

We will focus on how to the suffixes ed, ing and er, 
particularly where the ending consonant needs to be 
doubled. 

• If the root word in 1 syllable, 1 short vowel sound 
and ends in one consonant, then the ending 
consonant needs to be doubled. 

For example: ‘hop’ changes to ‘hopped’, ‘hopping’, and 
‘hopper’ 

History: Why did the Romans come to Rockbourne? 

We will look different pieces of evidence and views 
about what might have attracted the Romans to 
Rockbourne. 

Ways to support so children have a little extra 
background knowledge to enhance their learning: 

• Watch Horrible Histories episodes that concern 
the Romans and the Celts. 

• Use the website ‘DK Findout to research in more 
detail about the Romans, who they were, where 
they came from, what they believed etc. 

Diary Dates 

 

Harvest: Wednesday 22nd September 

Rockbourne Roman Villa Trip: Friday 1st October 

 

Science: Sound 

• In this topic we will be investigating that sounds 
are vibrations that can travel though any 
medium to our ear. 

• We will also investigate how sounds are made 
louder and quieter and what patterns there are 
in sounds that create high and low pitches. 

To support this learning you could investigate what 
sounds you can hear around the house or while out 
and about. You could also investigate what it is that 
makes sounds louder and quieter.  

 

How does a loud and quiet sound feel? 

What happens to a sound when it gets further away? 

How do objects create different pitches of sound? 


