
Reading  

At Western Downland we believe that reading is the core component of every child’s learning.  In fact, 

research shows that reading for pleasure has a direct bearing on children’s attainment and life chances. We 

believe that reading should inform, motivate, inspire and elevate. More than this though, we are committed 

to ensuring that every child will read fluently, read to learn and read for enjoyment. Our staff are provided 

with the training and resources needed to support all our readers. We believe in a rich diversity of stories, 

poems, songs, rhymes and texts to drive our curriculum forward. As is stated in the National Curriculum:  

Reading also enables pupils both to acquire knowledge and to build on what they already know. All the skills 

of language are essential to participating fully as a member of society. 

 

Writing 

We follow the progression in phonics outlined in the document ‘Letters and Sounds’ but also use 

supplementary resources from elsewhere. The application of synthetic phonics is taught daily from the EYFS 

through into Year 3 and beyond. This structured approach is supported by our dedicated staff who are quick 

to identify any pupils who need further support. Fluency in the use of phonics leads to fluency as readers 

and writers. Our writing curriculum is based on inspiring and high quality books and texts and at the core of 

this is the purpose of the writing and who we are writing for (the audience). Pupils are taught how to use 

the very best vocabulary, structure, grammar and punctuation to achieve this central aim. 

 

Speaking and Listening 

The National Curriculum states that: 

Spoken language underpins the development of reading and writing. The quality and variety of language that 

pupils hear and speak are vital for developing their vocabulary and grammar and their understanding for 

reading and writing.  

At Western Downland, opportunities for developing confidence in voicing opinions and ideas is built into 

every lesson. This ensures that pupils develop their confidence and competence in the spoken language and 

in the skills of listening to others. Teachers are trained to ask probing questions and lead discussions that 

involve all pupils. Pupils may use ‘talk partners’ to explain their understanding of an area of their learning or 

share their ideas to the whole class. 

 

 

 


