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Some information and ideas to help 

prepare your child at home for our 

learning this half term 

History  

This is a lovely topic, as we will be learning about the history of our 

school and wider community. In terms of skills, we are learning how to 

answer simple questions about the past by using a range of evidence, 

to piece together a picture of how life was in the past, what was 

similar and what was different. We will use maps, photographs, 

pictures, texts, physical artefacts and personal recollections. You 

may have information you can share with your child, or simply talking 

about your own past and how things have changed can help tune them 

in to the idea of discovering about the past and how and why things 

change. 

 

English 

We are pulling together and adding to what we know 

about great story telling and writing this half term, 

taking inspiration from Jack and the Beanstalk. There 

are lots of subtly and more radically different tellings 

of this story – if you have a version at home please read 

it together – hearing different versions is great for 

making children aware of the common themes that exist 

in story telling. Share opinions about the characters and 

what happens to them, as this helps develop our children 

as engaged, thinking readers and writers. I’m using the 

Steven Kellogg version, and a couple of modern twists 

on the theme, ‘Kate and the Beanstalk’ and ‘Jack and the 

Baked Beanstalk’. 

Maths 

We are covering three areas: place value up to 100, money and time. Of 

these, you can really help your child’s progress by familiarising them with 

the different denominations of coins and notes, and then play games, asking 

them to build amounts in different ways using the available coins e.g. you 

can make 10p with one ten pence coin, two five pence coins, a 5p, 2p and 

three 1p coins, and so on. 

Learning to tell the time takes time for many children, making sense of a 

single dial with two hands to tell both the hours and the minutes. We learn 

to tell the time on the hour (o’clock), and half past the hour. In addition, we 

explore a lot of the language to do with describing, sorting, ordering and 

comparing events in time. The key vocabulary is listed to the left and it 

would be great to find opportunities to use it at home.  

 

Useful vocabulary to 

understand and use:  

• date, time line, artefact, 

evidence 

• character, setting, plot  

• pounds, pence 

• first, next, before, after 

• morning, afternoon, evening 

• today, yesterday, tomorrow 

• hours, minutes, seconds 

• o’clock, half past 

• faster, slower, earlier, later 

Diary dates: 

5th July – Moving onto Year 2 day 

12th July – Variety Show 

15th July – Topic Landing 

16th July – Sports Day 

18th July – Sponsored Walk 

 

 

 

 

Weblinks 

For time: 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/search.aspx?q=analogue 

‘Clock’ in the list Is helpful as it allows you to see how 

the hour hand moves as the minute hand moves round 

to half past or on the hour. 

Please remember: 

PE kit for PE on a 

Monday. Forest School 

kit for Thursday 

afternoons. 

With the warmer 

weather please apply 

sun block in the 

mornings and make 

sure your child has a 

water bottle and sun 

hat in school. 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/search.aspx?q=analogue

