
 

English focus: Persuasion 

Second Focus: Oral Folk Tales 

Text: The Wherwell Cockatrice by Michael O-Leary 

The Cat with Iron Claws by Catherine Fisher. 

Suggested reading:  

• Hampshire Folk Tales for Children. 

• A Year full of Stories: Angela McAllister 

For the persuasion focus, children will write persuasive 
letters to Egbyrt Green to encourage him to save 
Wherewell from the Cockatrice. 

In the second focus, children will practise retelling 
folk tales in an engaging way and write their own folk 
tale to perform to the class. 

Maths focus: Multiplication, Division and Area 

• In year four, children need to know all their times tables 
up to 12x12 including division facts. 

• During the multiplication and division unit, children will 
further develop their understanding of these concepts  
by exploring the distributive law whereby difficult 
multiplication calculations can be combined and 
partitioned. 

• For example 18 x 6 = 10 x 6 + 8 x 6 
                           and   

•                      7x 6 + 3 x 6 = 10 x 6  

• Using the distributive law, children will multiply a one-
digit number by a three digit number (e.g. 326x3). 

• Children need to continue to regularly practise their 
times tables until they are fluent and can recall them 
quickly. 

• Children will continue to practise multiplying and dividing 
by 10 and 100 and by multiples of 10. 

• In the topic of area, children will calculate the area of 
shapes by counting the amount of cm squares . 

Science: Sound 

• In this topic we will be investigating that 
sounds are vibrations that can travel 
though any medium to our ear. 

• We will also investigate how sounds are 
made louder and quieter and what 
patterns there are in sounds that create 
high and low pitches. 

To support this learning you could investigate what 
sounds you can hear around the house or while out 
and about. You could also investigate what it is that 
makes sounds louder and quieter.  
 
How does a loud and quiet sound feel? 
What happens to a sound when it gets further away? 
How do objects create different pitches of sound? 

French: Learn Aller – to go in the present tense  
RE: How important is it for Jews to do what God asks 
them to?  
Music: What music did the Romans like? 
Computing: Creating an information text in 
publisher on the digestive system.  
P.E. children will make and practice different key 
gymnastic balances which they put together in a 
sequence. 

Useful vocabulary: 

Science: pitch, volume, vibration, distance  

Maths: area, groups of, lots of, cm, grouped into,   

English: persuade, folk, pronoun, cockatrice, 
Wherwell, tranquil, priory.  

Geography: national park, continent, climate, 
Yellowstone, New Forest, Yellowstone, Snaefellsjokull,  

Computing: text box, publisher, font,   

Topic: What makes a place 
worth saving? 

Spring 1– ideas to support at home 

Spelling rules: 

We will focus on how to spell words that end with the 
sound ‘-ture’. We will focus on what sound ‘-ture’ makes 
and how it is spelled. 

• mixture,   adventure,    capture,    feature,    
moisture,    nature,    picture,    vulture 

We will also investigate words that start with ‘gu’, 
noting that ‘gu’ makes a hard ‘g’ sound. 

• guide,    guitar,    guard,    guest,    guardian,    
guess. 

Diary Dates 

23rd January- Friends Meeting 7.30pm@ 
Compasses, Damerham  

10th and 12th January– Parent’s Evening 

13th February- School disco 

14th February– Inset Day 

Geography: What makes a place special? 

We will be investigating and comparing three national 
parks around the world including the New Forest, 
Yellowstone (Wyoming, USA) and Snaefellsjokull 
(Iceland). We will be discussing what makes these 
places special and which would be worth saving if we 
had to choose one. 

Ways to support so children have a little extra 
background knowledge to enhance their learning: 

• Share and look at atlases together so children are 
aware of the seven continents and some key 
countries around the world. Often children aren’t 
able to recognise the U.K. so this might be a good 
place to start. 

 


