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Some ideas to help prepare and 

engage your child at home for our 

learning this half term 

Topic – Food for Thought 

In our topic this term we make some connections between our D&T, Science and Geographical 

enquiry. We will be designing and making a healthy fruit and vegetable salad that we really 

want to eat! This will link to an exploration of our senses, and how these enable us to both 

enjoy and stay safe in the world around us – with a specific focus on food. You could encourage 

your children to describe the taste and texture of things that they eat, helping them to 

extend their vocabulary. We will take the opportunity to think about how our food choices 

affect our health, and also look at where our food actually comes from. You could look with 

your children at food packaging to see if it tells you where the food has come from, and build 

up a picture of the range of food sources that exist.  

As a more general introduction to some of the knowledge underpinning the topic, you could 

explore bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z9yycdm with your child. 

 

 

English 

This half term we will be using traditional stories as a 

stepping off point for our own writing, aiming to build more 

sustained pieces of writing, with clear story structures and 

links between sentences, and the use of a range of 

conjunctions to build more extended sentences. It would be 

helpful to read some traditional stories together, and in 

particular see if your child can notice how many of these 

stories use repeated phrases and scenarios. Later in the 

half-term we will develop our skill in writing clear, easy to 

follow instructions. Quality of presentation and handwriting 

is very important. We have started to learn how to join our 

letters together, and will continue to focus on achieving an 

effective pencil grip which allows clear, fluent and 

consistent letter formation. 

 

Maths 

The focus this half term will be on addition and subtraction within 20, 

calculating accurately and consistently, and also reasoning out puzzles 

and solving problems. The mental skills of counting on and back 

accurately become critical as the size of the numbers we work with 

increase, alongside our rapid recall of number bonds up to ten. We will 

then move on to begin to work on place value for numbers up to 50, and 

continue to develop our confidence and fluency counting in 2s, 10s and 

5s. As well as Hit the Button, another good site to search for is Coconut 

Ordering, also accessible via the Topmarks portal – we are finding this a 

fun way to build our number sense and reinforce counting skills. 

 

Useful vocabulary to understand 

and use:  

Senses, hearing, sight, smell, taste, touch. 

Texture, aroma, scent, flavour. 

Sweet, sour, bitter, salty. 

Crisp, crunchy, smooth, juicy, tangy – it 

would be good to explore words to describe 

taste and texture in food. 

 

Diary dates: 

6th January – Back to school 

23rd January – Friends Meeting  

11th/12th February —Parent consultations  

13th February – School Disco 

14th February —INSET Day  

  

 

Please remember: 

PE kit should be in school 

every day, though PE will 

normally take place on 

Thursday and Friday. 

 

 

 

 


